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This manual contains instructions on how 
to apply for the 12-month OPT.  If you are 
applying for the 24-month STEM OPT 
extension, go to the “STEM OPT Manual.”  

Warning:  
The information in this manual is subject 
to change.  Therefore, discard any copies 
you have googled, downloaded, or 
bookmarked!   
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 What is Optional Practical Training (OPT)?�



 Apply as early as possible!
We strongly recommend that you start the OPT application process about 4 months before 
completing your degree program.   However, you may not submit your application to USCIS 
before 90 days prior to your program end date. 

● It may take up to 2-3 months or more for United States Citizenship & Immigration 
Services (USCIS) to process your application!  

● You must submit and obtain an approved I-20 with DSO recommendations prior to 
submitting your OPT application to USCIS.

● If you receive a “request for evidence” (RFE) from USCIS, you must submit additional 



Benefits of filing online

Filing a form online is better than mailing a paper form because you can:

●



  Extremely important filing deadlines!
É����.��¬�ÃÂÅ�Ã¥N¦¥ÂÂ¦¥Q¦¥�¦

�QYQ[O�GI<GYQ[Ih�N]g�dgI�E]ZdYIjQ][�$+0�<[G�d]hj�E]ZdYIjQ][�$+0�
(1) Students may file a Form I-765 for dgI�E]ZdYIjQ][ OPT kd�j]�ÊÁ�G<sh�before being enrolled for one full 
academic year, provided that the period of employment will not start prior to the completion of the full 
academic year.
(2) For d]hj�E]ZdYIjQ][�OPT, the student must properly file his or her Form I-765 kd�j]�ÊÁ�G<sh prior to his or 
her program end date and []�Y<jIg�jP<[�ÇÁ�G<sh�after his or her program end date. The student must also file 
the Form I-765 with USCIS qQjPQ[�ÄÁ�G<sh�of the date the DSO enters the recommendation of OPT into his or her 
SEVIS record.

The date you “file” your  application is the date you submit your 
application online to USCIS and receive the receipt number.  
Your application will be denied if it is not filed within these 
periods: 

1. Up to  90 days before your program end date
2. Within 60 days after your program end date        
3. More than 30 days after your date your Form I-20 

requesting OPT was issued
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● Are you planning to obtain another degree at the same education level? 
You  can receive OPT more than once, as long as you complete another program at a higher education 
level.  Therefore, if you are planning to obtain a second degree at the same education level, you should 
consider whether you want to use up your OPT now or wait until you complete the second degree.  Or, 
you may split the 12 months of OPT between the two programs.    

● What if you think you may not finish, or you fail to  finish, your program on time?  
If you are not sure if you will finish your program on time, and you are taking less than the required 
number of units in your last term, be sure to submit a ��������������������������������� to the OISS!  If 
your OPT has been approved, you may work part time until you complete your program.   If you wish 
to withdraw the application before it is approved, contact the OISS as soon as possible.  You must also 
submit a Program Extension Request to the OISS before your 	�����ŏɓɑ expires, to avoid losing your 
F-1 status!
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 �]q�j]�E<[EIY�]g�qQjPGg<q�s]kg�$+0

● As long as you have not filed your application, you may ask the OISS to cancel your 
OPT request or change the requested OPT start date.       

● If you have already filed your application, you should immediately submit a letter to 
USCIS requesting a withdrawal of your application.  Contact the OISS to receive a 
sample withdrawal request letter.  You must act quickly, since there is no guarantee 
that your request will be received and processed by USCIS on time.   
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What happens if a student (excluding those students who have completed all program requirements aside from thesis or 
equivalent) applied for post-completion OPT before his or her program end date and subsequently fails to complete the 
requirements for his or her program? 

✓ The student should contact his or her DSO immediately for guidance. 

✓ If the employment authorization application has not been adjudicated by USCIS, the student may withdraw the application by 
notifying the Service Center where the application was filed. The DSO should also withdraw the recommendation for OPT in 
SEVIS. 

✓ If the employment authorization application has already been approved, the DSO should extend the student’s program end 
date to the appropriate date. The student may work d<gj jQZI while enrolled in courses to complete the requirements for his 
or her program and full time during breaks and vacations. After successful completion of all the program requirements, the 
student may work full time. 

✓ However, even though the student’s program end date was extended, because the OPT was granted as post-completion OPT, 
the student is subject to the 90-day limitation on unemployment. 

Source: http://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/opt_policy_guidance_042010.pdf

http://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/opt_policy_guidance_042010.pdf
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Create an online account

1. Go to  https://www.uscis.gov/file-online   

2. Click on “sign in” (on the top right corner of the page)

3. Click on “create account” (do not use your Pepperdine email address)

4. Select “File a Form Online”

5. Select “Application for Employment Authorization (I-765)” 

6. Before filling out the I-765, read carefully the information about:

     eligibility
     filing deadlines
    fee
    documents you may need
     biometric services appointment
    what you should do after su㜶ਵ㑭㜵㦃ppointmentㄶ㠶㈷㐶ੲ朊鈀踀鄵⸷̵氮《《《ⴱ⸰ਲ਼㔳⸷㘊呭㜸㌊呐《呭ਰਰ搊⠩ਲ⸶襲ਯ䙯湴㤊㈰⸰昊ㄮ《《《ⴱ⸰ਹ⸰㤱⸳㈊呭ਰਰ搊⠀̩̀̀̀樊䕔ਰਰਰਰਰੲ朊䉔ਰ爊⽆潮琹ਲ〮《呦⸰ਰਰਭㄮ《㘊呭ਰਰ搊呲ਰਭㄮ《㤮《㐹ㄮ㌲洊㌰琹̀̀̀̀

https://www.uscis.gov/file-online


“Getting started” 
Basis of eligibility:
● Select c(3)(A) Student Pre-completion OPT if you are applying for permission 

to work before completing your program
● Select c(3)(B) Student Post-completion OPT if you are applying for permission 

to work after completing your program
● If you are applying for the STEM OPT extension, please go to the STEM OPT 

Manual  

Reason for applying:
● Select “initial permission to accept employment”  
● If you are applying for a replacement employment authorization document 

(EAD), contact the OISS
● If you are applying for the STEM OPT extension, please refer to the STEM 

OPT Manual  

Preparer and Interpreter information:
● If someone is assisting you with your application, contact the OISS.  

Otherwise, answer “no.”
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“About you”

$QVZHU�DOO�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�DSSO\�WR�\RX�
)RU�\RXU�³PDLOLQJ�DGGUHVV�´�HQWHU�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�SHUVRQ�RWKHU�WKDQ�\RXUVHOI�
LQ�WKH�³LQ�FDUH�RI´�ILHOG�RQO\�LI�\RX�DUH�XVLQJ�WKDW�SHUVRQ¶V�DGGUHVV�

:KDW�LV�\RXU�$�1XPEHU"

7KH�$OLHQ�5HJLVWUDWLRQ�1XPEHU��$�1XPEHU��



https://my.uscis.gov/forms/application-for-employment-authorization/4950581/evidence/photographs
https://my.uscis.gov/forms/application-for-employment-authorization/4950581/evidence/I-94-arrival-and-document-record
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home
https://my.uscis.gov/forms/application-for-employment-authorization/4950581/evidence/government-issued-ID
https://my.uscis.gov/forms/application-for-employment-authorization/4950581/evidence/proof-of-enrollment
https://my.uscis.gov/forms/application-for-employment-authorization/4950581/evidence/previous-authorized-cpt-or-opt
https://my.uscis.gov/forms/application-for-employment-authorization/4950581/evidence/form-I-20


“Additional information”
7KLV�VHFWLRQ�DOORZV�\RX�WR�SURYLGH�DQ\�H[SODQDWLRQ�RU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�PD\�EH�KHOSIXO�WR�
86&,6���%H�VXUH�WR�LQFOXGH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�

,I�\RX�KDYH�KDG�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�6(9,6�QXPEHU��SURYLGH�DOO�RI�WKH�QXPEHUV�\RX�XVHG�EHIRUH��
\RXU�FXUUHQW�RQH�
�� )RU�³VHFWLRQ�´�VHOHFW�³DERXW�\RX´
�� )RU�³SDJH�´�VHOHFW�³\RXU�LPPLJUDWLRQ�LQIRUPDWLRQ´
�� )RU�³TXHVWLRQ�´�VHOHFW�³ZKDW�LV�\RXU�6WXGHQW�DQG�([FKDQJH�9LVLWRU�,QIRUPDWLRQ�6\VWHP�

�6(9,6��1XPEHU��LI�DQ\�"
�� ,Q�WKH�WH[W�ER[��HQWHU�WKH�6(9,6�QXPEHU�V��\RX�SUHYLRXVO\�XVHG

,I�\RX�ZHUH�SUHYLRXVO\�DXWKRUL]HG�&37�RI�237��SURYLGH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�&37�RU�237�
�� )RU�³VHFWLRQ�´�VHOHFW�³HYLGHQFH´
�� )RU�³SDJH�´�VHOHFW�³SUHYLRXVO\�DXWKRUL]HG�&37�RU�237´
�� )RU�³TXHVWLRQ�´�VHOHFW�³SUHYLRXVO\�DXWKRUL]HG�&37�RU�237´
��



“Review and submit”

● After completing the Form I-765, we recommend that 
       you send a copy of your draft I-765 to oiss@pepperdine.edu 

for review, in case of any errors. 

● You will be directed to pay.gov to submit your fee payment 
by credit/debit card or withdrawal from a checking/savings 
account.

● Your receipt notice will be generated as soon as you submit 
your application. You should also expect an official paper receipt 
notice to be sent to you by mail.

�������
����������������     17

mailto:oiss@pepperdine.edu


  Respond to a  “Request for Evidence (RFE)” on time

● Check the “documents” tab in your online account frequently in case you 
have been issued a  Request for Evidence (RFE).  You should expect the 
RFE to be mailed to your mailing address.

● If you receive a Request for Evidence (RFE), immediately send a copy of it 
to the OISS so we can make sure that you respond to it correctly.  If you 
fail to provide the requested evidence to USCIS by the deadline indicated 
on the Request for Evidence (RFE), your application will be denied!

● You may also receive a notice to appear for a biometric services  
appointment to provide fingerprints, photograph, and/or signature.  

          If you fail to show up at your  appointment, your OPT will be denied!

● If you are traveling or using someone else’s mailing address, it is 
important to have your mail checked often to make sure mail  from 
USCIS is opened immediately.    

18





 � �/$*)�C   After OPT has been approved

● Submit the OPT Report to the OISS        21

● The SEVP Portal                        22

● How long can you be unemployed?    23

● What if OPT is denied?                      24

● Types of OPT employment allowed                               25

● Travel during OPT                26

● OPT cap-gap OPT extension   27

● If you terminate or complete  your OPT   28

                           
                                  20



 Submit the OPT Report to the OISS

As soon as you receive your OPT approval, you must report to the OISS by 
submitting the OPT Report e-form. 

Step One:    Go to https://oiss.pepperdine.edu  and click on “OPT Student Login”

6WHS�7ZR����6HOHFW�³(PDLO�PH�P\�/LPLWHG�$FFHVV�3,1´�DW�WKH�ERWWRP�RI�WKH�SDJH�

6WHS�7KUHH��(QWHU�DQG�VXEPLW�\RXU�8QLYHUVLW\�,GHQWLILFDWLRQ�1XPEHU��&:,'��

6WHS�)RXU����$IWHU�UHFHLYLQJ�WKH�FRQILUPDWLRQ�PHVVDJH��RSHQ�D�QHZ�EURZVHU�ZLQGRZ�RU�WDE�DQG�������
FKHFN�\RXU�HPDLO�WR�UHWULHYH�\RXU�3,1��<RXU�3,1�ZLOO�EH�HPDLOHG�WR�\RXU�DOWHUQDWH�HPDLO��DV�
SURYLGHG�WR�3HSSHUGLQH�WKURXJK�\RXU�:DYHQHW�DFFRXQW��7KHQ��JR�EDFN�WR�WKH�2,66�+RPH�3DJH�

6WHS�)LYH����)LOO�LQ�\RXU�&:,'��'DWH�RI�%LUWK��DQG�3,1�LQ�WKH�DSSURSULDWH�ILHOGV�DQG�FOLFN�³/RJLQ��

6WHS�6L[�����2Q�WKH�OHIW�FROXPQ��FOLFN�RQ��)���3UDFWLFDO�7UDLQLQJ��DQG�FRPSOHWH�WKH�237�5HSRUW��
PDNLQJ�VXUH�WKDW�DOO�UHTXLUHG�ILHOGV�DUH�FRUUHFWO\�ILOOHG�LQ��&OLFN�³6XEPLW´�WR�VXEPLW�\RXU�IRUP��

If you have technical issues, clear your cache or try a different browser.                                                 
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https://oiss.pepperdine.edu/istart/controllers/start/StartEngine.cfm


The SEVP Portal
As soon as your OPT becomes effective, you will receive an email message from SEVP with a link to 
create an account in the SEVP Portal, which is a tool  launched by the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security for  students  on OPT.   Use of the SEVP Portal is optional. 

IMPORTANT! You must report all changes directly to the OISS, even if you have updated your 
information in the SEVP Portal!  

 The SEVP Portal allows you to :  

● Update your physical home address, mailing address, and telephone number
● Monitor and update your employer information (DO NOT DELETE PREVIOUS EMPLOYERS unless 

you never worked for them)

LOCKED OUT OF YOUR ACCOUNT? 

https://sevp.ice.gov/opt/#/login
mailto:do-not-reply.SEVP@ice.dhs.gov
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/




What if your OPT is denied?                 

24

            

      

Unlawful Presence

An OPT denial will trigger the INA § 222(g) visa cancellation and INA 212(a)(9)(B) unlawful presence 
provisions.  If you are present unlawfully for more than 180 days but less than one (1) year, and you 
voluntarily depart the US prior to the initiation of removal proceedings, you will be rendered 
inadmissible for 3 years.  If you are present unlawfully for one (1) year or more, you will be rendered 
inadmissible for ten (10) years.  



  Types of OPT employment allowed
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/�6+�+]YQEs��kQG<[EI�ÂÁÁÅ�ÄÄ

✓ !kYjQdYI�IZdY]sIgh� A student may work for more than one employer, but all employment must be related to the student’s 
degree program and, for pre-completion OPT, can not exceed the allowed per week cumulative hours.

✓ /P]gj�jIgZ�ZkYjQdYI�IZdY]sIgh�¥dIgN]gZQ[O�<gjQhjh¦. A student, such as a musician or other type of performing artists, may 
work for multiple short term employers (gigs). The student should maintain a list of all gigs, the dates and duration.

✓ 7]gX�N]g�PQgI��This is also commonly referred to as 1099 employment, where an individual performs a service based on a 
contractual relationship rather than an employment relationship.  If requested by DHS, the student must be prepared to 
provide evidence  showing the duration of the contract period and the name and address of the contracting company.

✓ /IYN�IZdY]sIG�DkhQ[Ihh�]q[Ig��A student on OPT may start a business and be self-employed. The student must be able to 
prove that he or she has proper business licenses and  is actively engaged in a business related to the student’s degree 
program (self-employment is not allowed for STEM OPT).    

✓ �ZdY]sZI[j�jPg]kOP�<[�<OI[Es�]g�E][hkYjQ[O�NQgZ��A student on post-completion OPT must be able to provide evidence 
showing he or she worked on average of <j�YI<hj�ÃÁ�P]kgh�dIg�qIIX while employed by the agency (for STEM OPT, the I-983 
must be signed by the employer that provides and oversees the training).

✓ +<QG�IZdY]sZI[j��A student may work part time (at least 20 hours per week when on post-completion OPT) or full time.

✓ 1[d<QG�IZdY]sZI[j��A student may work as a volunteer or unpaid intern, where this practice does not violate any labor laws. 
The work must be at least 20 hours per week for a student on post-completion OPT. A student must be able to provide 
evidence acquired from the student’s employer to verify that the student worked at least 20 hours per week during the period 
of employment (for STEM OPT, employment must be paid)

   



  Travel during OPT
É����.��¬�ÃÂÅ�Ã¥N¦¥ÂÄ¦

Temporary absence from the United States of F-1 student granted employment authorization��
An F-1 student who has an unexpired EAD issued for post-completion practical training and who is otherwise 
admissible may return to the United States to resume employment after a period of temporary absence. The 
EAD must be used in combination with an I-20 ID endorsed for reentry by the DSO within the last six months.

�IN]gI�GId<gjkgI��NQYY�]kj�<�Travel 
Permission or I-20 Update Request�

7<g[Q[O����9]k�qQYY�[]j�DI�<DYI�j]�
gIjkg[�j]�jPI�1/�j]�I[O<OI�Q[�$+0������

Documents required for reentry to the US to engage 
in OPT: 



 H-1B cap-gap OPT Extension
✓ Students who wish to continue working after OPT usually apply for the H-1B visa (students in 

STEM majors should apply for the STEM OPT extension even if they plan to apply for the H-1B).  
Go to the USCIS website for more information on the H-1B and other temporary work visas.

      
✓ Each Fiscal Year (FY) a limited number (or “cap”) of  H-1B visas may be  approved.  Each filing 



If you terminate or complete your OPT
É����.��¬�ÃÂÅ�Ã¥N¦¥ÂÁ¦¥QQ)

Duration of status while on post-completion OPT. For a student with approved post-completion OPT, the 
duration of status is defined as the period beginning when the student's application for OPT was properly filed 
and pending approval, including the authorized period of post-completion OPT, and ending 60 days after the OPT 
employment authorization expires (allowing the student to prepare for departure, change educational levels at 
the same school, or transfer in accordance with paragraph (f)(8) of this section). 

Termination of practical training� Authorization to engage in optional practical training employment is 
automatically terminated when the student transfers to another school or begins study at another educational 
level.

You must promptly submit the Exit or Transfer Request e-form to the OISS if you intend to 
take any of the actions below.  

● Depart the US before or after your OPT expires and  complete your F-1 status  

Depart the US


